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AIDS Saint John Needle Exchange Program Volunteer


About AIDS Saint John
AIDS Saint John (ASJ) has been providing educational, prevention and support services in the Fundy Region (Sussex to St. Stephen) for people living with or affected by HIV/AIDS since 1987.  We are a recognized community leader in the provision of HIV prevention services among injection drug users.  We provide a wide array of support services to people living with HIV/AIDS such as skills-building opportunities, emergency funds and more.  ASJ has a strong commitment to the involvement of our priority populations.  We have people living with HIV, former injection drug users and sex-trade workers who regularly volunteer at our office and needle exchange program (NEP), make public presentations, sit on our board and represent ASJ at meetings for national organizations such as Canadian AIDS Society and CATIE.  We believe this participatory approach is fundamental to our organization.


Rationale and Importance of Needle Exchange Programs 
HIV affects thousands of Canadians and Hepatitis C virus affects a significantly larger number of people than HIV.  Both HIV and Hepatitis C bear an enduring social stigma. Needle exchange is an intervention aimed at curbing the spread of these and other blood borne diseases.
 
Sharing of drug-injecting equipment incurs enormous risk for disease transmission. Needle exchange programs work to ensure that injectors do not share any part of their equipment.  Needle exchange is a public health intervention operating to prevent not only HIV transmission, but also injection-related harms such as bacterial infections and vein collapse. 

Poverty, homelessness and inadequate access to addiction treatment create an overwhelming challenge for service providers such as AIDS Saint John.  Programs such as ours are often the first point of contact with the health care system for many injection drug users and street sex-trade workers. 


Position Description
This position provides an opportunity to work within AIDS Saint John Needle Exchange Program (NEP) which offers a range of harm reduction interventions, including needle exchange, HIV and Hepatitis C testing, provision of condoms, crack kits and a wide range of informative and educational materials on substance use, safer sex and so on. 

We offer needle exchange services in a non-judgmental atmosphere with a focus on reducing the harm for those individuals accessing the program and our community. Confidentiality is of the utmost importance within the NEP.

Under the direction of the NEP Coordinator; volunteers ensure that clients receive the information and supplies they need including safer injection and inhalation supplies, information, resources and referrals to the NEP Coordinator.

Volunteers are the first contact with clients as they arrive at AIDS Saint John!


Regular Duties & Activities
· Regular attendance for scheduled shifts
· Provision of supplies and materials to clients in a pleasant and non-intrusive manner
· Recording of client codes and supplies distributed
· Registration of new clients
· Preparation of NEP materials for distribution
· Occasional mentoring of students or “new” volunteers
· Maintaining a basic knowledge of the educational materials available at the NEP
· General cleaning/housekeeping of the NEP area
· Periodic participation in training or organizational events may also be offered
· Ongoing communication with the NEP coordinator 
· Other duties as necessary



Position Requirements
· Able to read and write (English)
· Believe in and adopt a harm reduction approach as it relates to drug use
· Respect clients and accept where they are at
· Believe that addiction is a ‘health’ issue
· A desire to work with members of our community who are marginalized
· Regular volunteers are scheduled for 4 hours per week, on the same day for either the morning or afternoon shift. 
· Occasional or “on-call” volunteers are scheduled to fill in any shifts that are vacant each month. They are also contacted on short notice to fill in shifts if someone is unable to come in due to illness etc…
· Dependable
· Good sense of humour
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